Flooded with worries

Since 1998, residents of Taman Bayu Perdana, Klang have sleepless nights every time it rains
as the drains in the neighbourhood overflow, causing water to gush into their homes. 283
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Two decades of flash floods

Residents of Taman Bayu Perdana in Klang fed up with lack of action by authorities

Story and photos
by EDWARD RAJENDRR
ervwardfithestarcommy

HOUSEOWNERS in Taman Eaya
Perdans in south Klang sulfer
everytime it rains, because a half-
hour eontin iowmpour will
CELISE Wi m T residential
draing to overflow into the car
porck ol madat hoidses while for
athers, the water inundates the
hack partion of the houses inchad
ing the kitchen

Ax a result of this, the back
lanes are covered with clumps of
ETTET TS

Restdents [aced sleepless nights
over 18 years as Klang Municipal
Council (MPK) and the Draimage
ani Irrigation Deparmment (DI
had falled to solve the probleiis of
waterlogeed residential roads and
bhackflow from the heavily silted

Jalan Pegaga] v Setakii Indah
MmN s drain, making the area
more vulnerable to flash Qoods,

Taman Bayw Perdana housing
area, completed in 1958, has 1,415
daiihle-storey errace hollse

Taman Bayu Perdana Residents
Association (TAPRA] chairman
Peter Yap said residents were
Frustrated with the local authori
s Inbiliey (o resolve the dhron
iz Nooding during downpours
nating that an Sef
entered their homes
from 3. 30am to 9 30T
They said water overflowed

¢ oo drain along

Persiarnn Seriya that served the
old part of Taman Palm Grove and
Tarman Chi Liung. causing a back
flow that resulted in Sash Doods
in surraunding areas

THAPRA vice-chairman G. Mohan
sald flash floods had kit the neigh-

ter Lhe rain

i:.}.}Sim:a 2010, the area
floods as the ecosystem
can no longer absorb

rainwater”,

Tarnan Petsing Indah RA
chairmean FAE John Varges

bonirhyond five times this year
alore,

"Our worst flonds that resem
bled Veneiian canals were in 2012,
where rain water gushed inw
hames and reached 100m = just
ahove the andde - damaging forni-
tare, carpets and sloctrical Hems.*
he sadd

Mohan said the floods had
eceurred desplte MPK's construc
tian of a retention pond in 2006

Both Yap and Mohan sakd over
the past few weeks, the heavy raln
in the wee hours of (he morning
kept them awake

“imee to Pwen decades A0, DUr
resldents were promised that the
fooding problems would be
wolved

“On june 21, MPE Engineering
Department and DID had told the
RA that by the end of Seplam
the departments will come up

with o plan,” sald Mohan

Yap said the authorites must
adddress the situation soon, adding
that Klang MF Charles Sangingo
and residents had dodged a report
with the Malaysinn Anth
Corruption Commisslon (MACC)
over the Aoods dhat had hit at
Jeast 2 wirhaods an May
15

Affected neighbourhonds in
south Klang were Taman Chi
Ldung, Taman Petaling Indih,
Taman Palm Grove and Taman
Setia,

santiagn had sald that the lscal
authority had been lackadaisical
aver fiood mitgntion efforts, it
ting on the problem for years
even after numerous meotings
with him and various residents
ALAOCIATROME.

Counciilor Tany Ledmg sald
MM did mot want to Fush i

(= The monsoon drain
design outside Harbour
Place is flawed and
must be improved. )

Tamah Radz Resldent Assodiation
presaclet Seee Humar WMenan



Residents from Taman Bayu Perdana are frustrated that MPH's Lack of main-

temance hat keft the monsoon dran at Persiaran Seraya clogged with silt

thus blocking water flow

making & move withou! ghving it
march thought and planning.

Accountamt Mei Loe sald her
homie had been floodied mamy
s and the Eround Ooor could
il e usesd

50, that means our upper fioor
15 our residence Bul we e El:::,'i_ﬂg;
full nssessment to MPK

1 Fesl umd MPK comes up with
a concrete plan to resolve this
problem, all housecwners should
b= given a 50% discount on the
assessment,” she sald,

Subramandarm Varaden said;
“Cuar houses will become rulned
properties in time fo come, We ane
tired of hearng excuses, All of us
just want the flash flomd prodslem
resolved”,

MPK councillor Tony Leong
wrged MPE, Public Works
Depariment (KR} and DID to indti-
ate mitigaton works o address
the recurring Mash Noods In
Taman Bayu Perdana and e sr
rounding nekghbourhoods.

Close to two decades, flash
foods have wreaked havor i the
lives of the people living in Taman
Hayy) Perdona

“MPE, [ER and DID must troat
Lhils mstter 'Ll"l'lll'.nl}l and Iu-gm
flood mitigation works, (o ensure
dirains da not overfow

“Also, o 10-year plan mmust b
drywm up with mandatory
risjulrement Tor buaibdings to kave
raln harvesters w reduce the min
wrhber rumn-aff |:|.||'|||"|; il jpoury,”
he said.

Leang said each time foods hit
Taman Bayu Perdana, clese 1o
7.500 peopla from the residential
and business areas were affected.

"Retention ponds are not the
answer, We need proper drainape
o mave water eout af the arca

“ive also need more slukce gates
and pumps to keep water aul dur
i higeh tade. | believe this mitiga
tion works will take time but it ks
beat 1o be done sooR,” he said

Flash fleods im Taman Bayu
Pordani are ussally st its wiomt
when draimage networks are over-
whelmad by sudden hoavy rainfoll
aften worsened ﬂ'|.||:|n|_{ Il:g;h e,

Several residents pnlr1r1| (5151}
that the [HI} and MPK had in 3012,
admitted that the design of the
monsoon drain outside Harbour
Flace off Persiaran Raja Muda
Musa wias to be blamed as it
caused a back flow into Taman
Eayu Perdana and Taman Pabm
Grove because of the three con
erete bends bulle 1o divert river
waleT,

Knowring that the monsoon

‘= Flash floods

have become a normal
occurrence in Taman
Palm Grove. ?

Taman Paim Grove AT
committes member Eugans Tan

Yap says moderate rain s enough to cause drains to overflow into homes and the constant dampness is causing
green mass to grow on the walls n the back lanes

draln outside Harbour Palace was
defective, Leong sabd it had mo be
rectified

“Cither tham the drainage, the
retention pond built on & feld off
Jakan Batu Unjur & in Taman Baya
Perdana maust be Gited with auto
Imane |.|u||1rn and be made effec-
tive and efficient

“We want the council's
Engineering Department to desils
the monseon drain off Jalan
Pegaga and Jalan Setaka Indah,”
e sunded

He added that DID and MPE
must review the design of the
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mansoon denin ot Jalan Pegoga
and Jalan Setaka Indah as it was &
tteneck that hindered water
Monw:

Leong subd the b and rubbish
I the mansoni drkin faest be
taloen out and not left on the
banks.

Annually, MPE spends about

RMEmil to clean 2,560km of water-

wiays throughout Klang district
Shoplot owners at Jalan Bamu
Unjur had voioed out their anger
aver the constant foods as most
businesses had suffered economic
lodses hecauss of the Nash Doods,

GMnmmn drains at
Persiaran Seraya and

lalan Pe

ga are heavily

silted .

Tarnan Palm Growe BT
secretary G Ganesh
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