Solving a perpetual problem

FLASH flooding is a recurrend
problem in Maloysia, It happens
regularly and will continue to do
so as long as no Tar-reaching anmd
radieal solution is raken (o solve
the prablem ar source,

lesidents in high-rise huildings
in densely populated cities like
Kuala Lumpur contribute a high
volume of wastewater. Without a
propecly miintained drainage sys-
L, this plus the aceumulatod
surlace run-ofl from heavy down-
prones will triggenr flash Noods,

Areas where there 15 heavy and
unsustainable urban development
that invelves cutting down trees
and covering grassy lelds and soil
with asphalt to build roads and
pavements without ensuring that
the dradng have enough capacity
o handle o high amount of water
are dlsa prane Lo Oash Noods,

1t is time 1o deploy radical sol-
tions to alleviate the problem,
Besides investing heavily to main-
tain the existing drainage systems
and to build a higher capaciry and
more modern one, 8 mindset
change among the entire popula-
ton in Malaysia is also desperately
newde,

The enforcement agencies have
b e wery shrict in ensuring that
all regialations are observed by
Budleing, road or infrastracire
developers and contractons. Silt
traps in certain project sies are
often very poorly maintained and,
as a result, sediment and debris
from the construction activities
clog the drains nearby, leading to
[itsh Aoods after a heavy downe
Jroar,

Puaileling contractors must
adhere 1o the guidelines in the
Erosion and Sediment Contraol
Plan when it comes to the disposal
of construction waste,

Enforcement officials have to con-
duct regulor checks at construc-
tion sites and should not hesitate
L issue warnings ond stopwork-
orders o errant contactors and (o
prozecuie fhem,

Civle consclousness is serious
lacking among the Malaysian pub-
lic. Roadside stall operators or
those at hawker centres are dump-
ing garbage indiscriminately into
drains. Some Malaysians have no
fualms about throwing rubhish
into the drains cither, These
actions contribune o clogped
drains that ehstruct smooth flow
ol water.

AWRATENESS CAMPAIENS are need-
ed w educate the public that rub-
hish and other wastes that are not
propecly disposed can contribute
to Moods and other harmiul envi-
rommental effocts

A major redock al the city's
drainage systeim is necded besidos
implementing further mprove

menis. This recuuires financlal allo-
cations for flond prevention and
mitigating measures.

The relevant agencies must also
intensily maintenance o clear
clogged draing and rehabilitaoe
rivers such as the Gombok and
Kl Rivers o allow smooth pas-
sage of water during heavy dow-
Jpours,

I urge the Government to male
a special allocation for flood miti-
gation measures in the coming
Budget 2017, Unless drastic action
is talwen to denl with the causes of
such Noods, more damage can be
expectied,

The Goverrument's move Lo cre
ate Taman Togu should be [ded
becanse when this city ratnforest
project is completed, it could help
to reduce the accurrence of Nash
Noods,
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