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Solution lies in
a new approach

THE rivers of Malaysia are in
an alarming state. Although
97 per cent of the couniry’s
water supply is channelled
from approximately
35,000km of rivers, our rivers
continue to die (“R.LP. Rivers
in peril” —NST, Oct 30).

Many reasons have been
highlighted, such aslack of en-
forcement, loopholes in the
existing environmental laws
and regulations and shortage
of funds. However, the need
for a communal approach is
vital to handle this situation.

The “Love Our River” cam-
paign was carried out to cre-
ate public awareness.

One of the reasons for the

failure of the campaign is its
approach.

It is not possible to create
public awareness only by
putting up billboards, carry-
ing out landscaping activi-
ties and conducting semi-
nars in schools.

The culprits — people in-
volved in wet markets, land-
fills, slaughterhouses, squat-
ters, industries and old houses
— should be educated on the
impact of river pollution to wa-
ter resources and their own
health.

Rather than emphasising
the landscaping activities, the
government should empha-
sise proper channelling of the

kitchen waste to prevent the
non-biodegradable detergent,
waste oil and chemicals used
in households from flowing in-
to the drains, which end up in
rivers.

Educating the public on the.

harm caused by these materi-
als in relation to their own
safety, health and environ-
ment will help reduce river
pollution.

Fomca  (Federation of
Malaysian Consumers Associ-
ations) strongly believes that
public involvement in river re-
habilitation is most vital.

Public participation will en-
sure the success of river reha-
bilitation as they can help re-
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duce the pollution level as well

as be the watchdog to prevent
industries from polluting the
rivers around residential ar-
eas.

This has been proven in
many countries in Europe, the
United States, Japan, the
Philippines and India.

Efforts by government
agencies have proven to be un-
sustainable. It is time for us to
take a different approach.

The new approach should

emphasise not only raising
awareness but also educating
and training specific’ groups
on the negative contribution of
their daily activities to the
rivers, the health implications
and water scarcity problems
which will haunt the public be-
cause of the polluted rivers.
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