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ESPITE a crackdown on the
illegal sand-mining opera-
tions in Batu 4, Jalan Kelang
Lama, Kuala Lumpur two weeks ago,
the operators continue to operate
brazenly, without fear of the author-
ities. :

Residents in the area called
StarMetro to complain that the oper-
ators were still at it.

The crackdown came following a
report in StarMetro highlighting the
illegal activity and Federal Territories
Minister Datuk Seri Tengku Adnan
Tengku Mansor ordered the closure.

“They are playing a cat-and-mouse
game with the authorities,” said a
resident who did not want to be
named.

“Operations start as early as 7am.
Currently, they are using another
route to transport sand to the
site.

“The route is not through Kuala
Lumpuf City Hall (DBKL) land. It
belongs to the Federal Territory Land
and Mines Department (PTG),” he
added.

The residents said the lorries car-

We will fence up the
area that belongs
to DBKL and ask
PTG to take action
and safeguard its

| area.
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Enough is enough
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Flashback: The StarMetro report on Sept 14 about residents as'king the Government to turn the land into a park.

rying sand into the area would make
as many as 40 to 50 trips daily,
between 8am and 6pm.

The current market price for sand
is RM600 per lorry.

“We want this to stop! Enough is
enough. This is Government land
and should not be abused like this,”
said the resident.

Many also questioned the pres-

ence of illegal shop houses con--

. structed near the area on DBKL

land.

“How can they do this?”" ques-
tioned another resident.

“I have never seen such disregard
for the law in my life,” he said.

StarMetro visited the site yester-
day and saw several DBKL enforce-
ment officers there.

However, apart from the officers
present, the place looked abandoned,

“with no one in sight.

“I saw five lorries full of san
coming in at 8am. There were twi
tractors at the site.

“But by 10am, when the DBK
officers arrived, no one was arounc
Even the machinery was gone.
think they were tipped off" sai
another resident, who also did no

»

> SEE NEXT PAGI

No activity: Although eyewitnesses claim that the site was in operation at 8am yesterday, the place was found to be abandoned when DBKL visited the site at 10 am.
(Inset) The piping system that is connected to the Klang River.
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want to be named.

When contacted, Kuala Lumpur
mayor Datuk Seri Ahmad Phesal said
all operations on DBKL land had
been stopped.

“We will fence up the area that
belongs to DBKL and ask the PTG to
take action and safeguard its area,”
said Ahmad Phesal, adding that DBKL
waould also monitor the area,

After several weeks of investiga-
tions following a tip-off from the
public living -in the Seri Anggerik
People’s Housing Project (PPR), it
highlighted how a piece of

Government land had ended up in

the hands of mining operators con-
ducting sand-washing activities.
The land was used for sand-wash-

Rikgibi °

Questionable: Residents are questioning the legality of these shophouses built by the operator on DBKL land.

Crackdown following StarMetro
report on illegal activity

ing activities for several years, and
residents interviewed said they not
only had to put with the dust and
noise but that the Klang River was
also being polluted as the untreated
waste water was being discharged
back into the river.

The residents had claimed the
operator was well connected and
this had enabled him to carry out the
activity for many years.

A Drainage and Irrigation

Department source also confirmed

that the operator did not have the
required permits to carry out sand-
washing activities at the site,

Meanwhile, another resident, who
only wished to be known as Pak Alj,
said the PPR area was congested
because so many buildings were sur-
rounding it.

“Even the oxidation pond at the
back is polluted. We need more space
for the community to use for recrea-
tion purposes, " he said, adding that
the residents living nearby want the

land to be turned into a park or green
space.

DBKL deputy director-general
(Socio-Economic  Development)
Datuk Mohd Amin Nordin Abd
Aziz said he had no problems
handing the land over to the resi-
dents to be used for recreational
purposes.

“We will fence it up and let the
residents use it, but my advice to
them is not to build any structures
on it,” he said.

Polluted: The non-functioning oxidation pond next to Seri Anggerik PPR is also said to contribute to the sterich and breeding ground for mosquitoes. — filepic
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