Keeping floods at bay

unperway: The Department of Drainage and Irrigation has started work
on several flood mitigation projects in the Klang Valley
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HE Department of Dralnage and
Irrigation (DID) has embarked on

severnl Nood mitigation projects o The
help reduce the recurring Nood Depariment
problems Tn the Klang Valley, af Dralnage
Currently, the Storm Water Management and
and Road Tunnel (SMART) and Batu Jinjang Irrigacion

Retentlon Ponds are the moin Aood mit-
gation measures for the Klang Valley.

has several
projeces in

According to DD, there are other projectsin place to
the plpeline uncder the KL River of Life (ROL) cirk floods
prograamme, which are expected to reduce fri the Klang
Moods In the eley, Vallep. Pie by
The small-scale projects carried out un- Chan Wal Yew
der the ROL are due to be completed nexl
year. its efforts on widening and deepening rivers  barnk pmtcctlnn. and construetions of buncds,
DI director-general Datuk nnmm Husai-  Incertain areas. "1 is also in the midst of improving de-

ni Sulaiman sald that apart from the food “This exercise will be carrled out In wide  ention ponds in Kolam Benteng 1 aned 2in

mitigation projects, DID is also concentrating — river reserves, while some rivers will reguire
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System in place for flood forecast

Fronn Prge 1

Segambut, Eolam Puah 1 in Senml
and Kolam Puah 2 in Kepong,” said
[Husalnl.

Hee i DID will also be installing
new pumps at Kolam Sri Muda,
Padang Jawa, Tidal Control Gate Sg
Fuluh and Sg Konpar Kecil,

Under the 9th Malaysia Plan al-
lacatlon, T has completed the Tn-
tegrated Flood Forecasting and Riv-
er Monlworing System (IFFRM) Tor
(e Klang Valley, which has been
designed to accurately forecost

Neods in e Klang Biver Basin.

This new system integrates future
rainfall basecl on radar data, numer-
ical weather prediction model, a
high density network of telemetry
rainfall and water level starions, and
GIS-based real-time flood [orecost-
Ing model.

Husain said this Mood lorecasting
system s capable of predicting river
floading In the Elang Valley.

“As Klang river has shorer lag
times from the upper part of the
river to e river mowth of around ona
o three hours, it is nol possible o

provide warning up to more than 24
hours,

"However, a lead time of one to
four hours is possible,” he said,

The main flood comtrol centre of
FERIM s at the Water Kesources
Management and Hydrology Divi-
slon in DID Malaysln and the sec
ondary Mood monltodng factlities
are at the Federal Territory DID ol
Selangor DI

Husaing said thar all seations will
monitor the flood situation and
warn the relevant authoritles for
Moo reliel operations,

The public will also be alerted via
Intlabsnjir,

“The Infobanjir service, which was
initiared in 2000, is useful in gath-
ering and disseminating food in-
formation, It has been an effective
systerm for DI personnel at the dis-
trict and state levels to monitor the
flood situation and relay the Infor-
mation o the respective ol -
eration centres for relief operations,”
e sabed,

Husaini added th the extension
of the Infobanijir known as the Pub-
lic-Infobanjir webaite, was recently

launched and has received positive
res ponge,

“The website i3 updated regularly
to enable the public to make the
necesary prepartions before the
floods.

The webslte will also update in-
formation on social media such as
Facebook and ‘Twitter automatical-
ly. Both have been helpful In dis-
seminating information effectively
through cyberspace,” he sald,

The Public-Infobanjir website can
be accessed at httpyfpublicinfolban
jirwarermov.ny
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