Flood control lessons from Japan

UNIQUE: Mitigation
measures are
incorporated in
pavements, parks
and playgrounds

l AST Friday, Klang was hit by
flash floods, said to be the
worst in recent years, after

continuous rain,

Some low-lylng areas were cov
ceed with as high os 4m of watet,
siillbimerging cars and causing mas-
shve tral e fims.

Houses and shoplots were inun-
dared, eight schools were closed
while seven remained opened even
though they were flooded,

Given the extensive damage,
which affected nearly 4400 house-
rolds, losses can casily touch imulti-
million ringgit, especlally when in-
dustries and businesses were also
hit.

Resldent oulrage and flnger-
pointing continue until today,

Some partles critielsed the Klang
Municipal Council and state
Drainage and Irigation Department
fiar fadling Lo take preventive action
giich as better rubbish collection amd
drainage system, as well as ensuring
clevelopers abide by Mood manage-
ment gulclelines,

Under the Urban Stormwater
Management Manual for
Maloysia, a 20-volume |
manual that acts asana- |
tlonwlde policy to pro-
vent Nash MNoods, devel-  §
opers have to build water |
retentlon ponds for every |
housing project,

Sadly, many have
founc ways o bypass the
rules, Some remove the
tanks used to collect
rpinswater after they recelve the cer-
tificate of fitness for completed
bulldings and re-use the tanks (o
the next project.

Besldes over-construction on hill-
slopes and clogged monsoon drains,
publie attitude alse contribures to
flash floocds.

Dumping rubbish at non-desig
nated places, including monsoon
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dradtis, s o stogp,

We also need stronger political
willpower 1o promaote recycling and
environmentally sustainable waste
management among commercial
anel dlomestic waste generators,

Kuala Lumpur and Tolkyo are cur-
rently mulling new areas to be in
clucled in the Look East Polley. Flood
mitigntion should De
i one. Malaysia should
learn from the Japanese
experlence in control
LTV
i A meeting hetween
| Asean journalists and of
ficinds Irom Japan's Min-
istry of Land, Infrastruc-
tire, Transport and
~i Tourism(MLIT) in Tokyo

recently was an oye-

opaener.

Malaysla may not experience as
miany natural disasters as Japan, but
the country aan learn from. Japan on
river administration and Nood con-
trol in response to urbanisation,

MLIT's Woter and Digaster Mon-
agement Burean hos come out
with a combination of mensures to
prevent serious damagie from wiler-

related] disasters,

According to the burean’s River
Planning Division director Kojl
Ikeuchi control measures cover river
improvement, river basins and steps
to plleviate damage,

Like Japan, Malaysia hos under-
talen works to lmprove the rivers
such as river widening and constice-
ton of dams. However, we Iack in
maintenance and controls over
river pollution.

Il is interesting to note that in
Japan, Nood mitigation mensures
are Incorporated in the construction
of pavements, playgrounds, parks
and schoolyards,

To the naked eye, these structures
loak 1ile norial bailcings, but they
are actually designed to have o dual
purpose — 1o absorl or store rain-
water temporarily — thus, prevent-
ing Nash foods,

There are permeable pavements
in the city, seepage pits and trenches
are built near buildings, while rain:
water tanks and seepage plis are
constructod between buildings,

Trees are grown surrounding
housing and commercial bulldings
as embankment control while

hamidgnst poom.my

schoolyards and playgrounds in the
parks aer ns rainwater storage, They
ave built lower than the school Duild-
ing or park levels.

Flood control ponds ave also con-
structed to temporatily store faindall
s that itwlll not inundate vivers all
al once, What's interesting Is that
some of the reservoirs do not ook
Ik reservolrs aralll

For instance, the Kirigaokn reser-
volrs are where tennis courts are it
uated, complere with car parks. The
tennds cournts are built on a fa land
with o high swrrounding embank
ment., When U rains, the tennls
courts will be flooded temporarily 1o
prevent the ralnwater from filling
the river too soon.

Malaysla, oo, can implemem
Lhese mensures, especially when bil-
lions of ringgil have been allocared
[or urbanisation o make Greater
Kuala Lumpur a world-class city by
2020, We have to act now so that
Lhe positive spin-offs from the
multi-billlon rinpeit projects under
the Economle Transformation Pro-
pramme will not be washed
away by the floods, hamisah-




