Cause of pollution found

Dirty fun: Boys playing in the muddy waters of Sungai Kerling at Kerling Hot Springs, Hulu Selangor. The flooded Sungai Kerling brought along tonnes of mud and sand
downstream.

Contamination traced to river bank collapse at Sungai Kerling
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SHAH ALAM: The contamination at
Sungai Selangor recently has been
traced to the collapse of a river bank
at Sungai Kerling, about 2km from a
mini hydro-electric station near the
Selangor-Pahang border.

Floods, caused by Sungai Kerling
rising some 2m, brought along
tonnes of logs, mud and sand down-
stream.

The surge was so devastating that
it pushed a cabin 10m from its site,
leaving small fishes stranded and
dying on the river banks and also
flooding the Kerling Hot Springs in
Hulu Selangor.

The sudden turbidity of over 6,000
NTUs (Nephelometric Turbidity
Units), compared to 300 NTUs on
normal days, reportedly caused pro-
duction at four treatment plants -
three along Sungai Selangor and one
at Rantau Panjang - to decline from
2,460 million litres to 1,000 million
litres.

The treatment plants collect water
from Sungai Selangor to process
drinking water for about three mil-
lion residents in Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor.

Mentri Besar Tan Sri Khalid
Ibrahim said the collapsed bank
caused Sungai Selangor to become
murky.

“The incident was caused by heavy
rains. There were no activities, such
as sand mining or logging, there,” he
said here yesterday.

He said the Selangor Water
Management Board (Luas) would
propose contingency plans to pre-
vent water supply disruption should
the same problem recur.

“One option is to channel the raw
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_ shows massive flooding.

Wood and debris seen along Sungai Kerling
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> The murky waters affect
four water treatment plants
here, causing production to
drop by 60%
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> On Monday, a gush of water upstream

floods Sungai Kerling, causing the water

level to rise to over 2m high. Debris, sand
and mud are carried by floodwaters into Sg |
| Selangor, causing its NTU level to rise to d
| over 6,000 (compared to a normal reading
of around 300)

> Kerling Hot Springs is also flooded.
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water into a pond before it goes to
the treatment plants,” he said, add-
ing that Luas would decide on this
at its next meeting later this
month. :

Meanwhile, Luas used a helicopter
to do an air surveillance of Sungai
Kerling while Hulu Selangor district
officer Nor Hisham Ahmad Dahlan
visited the Taman Warisan Forest,
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some 20km from the hot springs,
and the Sungai Kerling hydro elec-
tric dam to trace the source of the
river pollution.

Nor Hisham said fallen logs
blocked the flow of the river and
some were at the river banks.

“If heavy rain continues in the
northern part of Selangor, the river
will once again be flooded and con-
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taminated with mud, sand and sedi-
ment,” he said.

Besides the district office and Luas,
other departments and agencies
involved in the joint operation to
trace the cause of the contamination
in Sungai Selangor were the public
works, fire and rescue, drainage and
irrigation and environment depart-
ments and SPLASH.




