WORLD WATER DAY

PORT DICKSON: The government
will intensify efforts to better
manage the water industry,
which includes balancing supply
and demand, plugging wastage
and sourcing from vast under-
ground resources.

Deputy Prime Minister Datulk
Seri Dr- Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said
it was unacceptable for a country
like Malaysia, which had 907 bil-
lion cubic metres of rainfall a
year, to see some states [acing

water shortages at certain peri- .

ods of the year.

“This shows that there is some-
thing wrong somewhere in the
supply-and-demand equation,
and in the middle of’it, there is also
something wrong in the manage-
ment aspect,” Zahid said at the
launch of the national-level World
Water Day 2017 here yesterday.

Zahid said the government
would look into ways to extract

- and boost usage of the country’s
vast underground water re-
sources, which were largely un-
tapped.

“There are three trillion cubic
metres of underground water in
the country, of which only 1.5 per
cent is utilised.

“If more are extracted, it can
help meet the demand of domes-
tic, commercial and industrial
users.

“We need Lo tap underground
water as tha country is depend-
ing too much on rivers and dams,

Looking at ways to tap underground resources, cut wastage
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which could be detrimental if we
experience long droughts.”

Zahid said Malaysia had the ex-
pertise to manage water re-
sources well, as demonstrated
by the Malbat (Malaysian battal-
ion) peacekeeping team in Soma-
lia, which served under the United
MNations Security Council in 1993,

“The Malaysian army engi-

'
neers were able to dig 150m into
the ground to extract water, and
this initiative had helped to min-
imise deaths in Somalia, which at
the time was experiencing 250
deaths daily due to famine and
drought.

“If we can help a foreign coun-
try extract and manage their wa-
ter resources, [ am sure Mq]aysiu

can do better to solve our own
water problems every year.”

He said even though an average
of 95 per cent of Malaysians had
access to clean water, the gov-
ernment would strive to ensure
that 89 per cent of the people
would have access to treated wa-
ter by 2020, from the current 97.2
per cent in urban areas and 93

per cent in rural areas.

Zahid said the states and water
industry must set aside their dil-
ferences and “come oul of their
cacoona” to help the people.

They have to be prepared to
upgrade their water infrastruc-
ture as the country progresses to
join the ranks of advanced na-
tions, he said.



