BETTER CITIZENS

TEACHING ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

New subject may be introduced in schools,
universities to improve civic-mindedness

THARANYR ARUMUGAM
KUALA LUMPUR
tharamaEnstoommy -

NVIRONMENTAL educa-

tion in schools and univer-

sities may become 2 reality

to inculcate civie-minded

ness and increase awareness of en
vironmental issges.

Namural Resources and Environ-

o

ment Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar said the min
istry would hold talks with the Ed-
ucation and Higher Education Min-
istries on this matter after finalising
the proposal to introduce Environ-
mental Eduveation as a subject in

_schools and varsites.

“1 have directed the secretary-gen-
eral {of the ministry, Datuk Seri Az-
izan Ahmad) to gt things done (in

gathering details on the scope that
Ermvironmental Ecducation will cov
er)

“We will then talk to the ministries
to make Environmental Eduweation
one of the subjects in schools and
universities”

He was speaking after the min
istry's Innovarion Svmposium 2017
at the Forest Research Institute
Makavsia here vesterday.

He said such a subject was necded
to improve civic and social con-
sciousness among children and o
produce citizens who were con-
cerned with protecting the envinon
ment,

“Look at our rivers_—
Despite telling people
not 1o itver and throw
rubbish into the rivers,
meary Still doit.

“They fail to listen
because they lack cvic
CONSCHLSNESS.

“This is whywe must
inculeate the hahbit
from young and odu
care children on the
importance of pre-

Deatuk: Seri Dr Wen

" taught to clean and do
chores since voungs. -

= “Here in Malayvsia
today. some call it child
labour if children
were gsked to do some
chores,

“We hope that with
the mtroduction of the
subject, we will have
citizens who are con
cermed about environ-
mental protection and

serving the emviron- by sensitive 1o environ
ment. Jumcicli Tesorkn JSoofar mental issues, such as

“In South Korea and
Japan. for cxample. children are

pollution, recycling
and waste management.”



