Upgraded forecast system to be completed year-end
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DUNGUN: The Flood Forecast and
Alert Programme (PRAB) pilot pro-
ject, which is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of this year, will
be in operation in Terengganu,
Kelantan and Pahang.

The system will be extended to
other states after that, says Natural
Resources and Environment
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Junaidi

Tuanku Jaafar.

“The programme could predict
the chances of floods happening at
least seven days in advance before
it hits an area and has a 95% accu-
racy rate.

“This programme can help the.

state authorities make necessary
preparations more systematically,”
he said after visiting and distribut-
ing aid to about 20 families who
were earlier housed at the SK
Durian Mentangau relief centre

here yesterday:.

PRAB is an upgrade from the
existing flood warning system used
to measure the rise and fall of river
water levels.

With the new system, residents
would receive evacuation notifica-
tions two days before a flood hap-
pens compared to two hours nor-
mally. An early warning system
could minimise damage as victims
would have ample time to secure
their belongings and move to the

nearest relief centres.

“We will have to go through sev-
eral processes such as obtaining
approvals from state governments
to set up stations at strategic loca-
tions,” he explained.

The  Federal Government
approved RMS550mil for the pro-
gramme implemented in 2014.

About RM150mil has so far been
spent on it.

Under the 11th Malaysia Plan,
RM1.1bil was allocated for flood

mitigationinitiatives in Terengganu.

Dr Wan Junaidi said RM1.9mil
has also been approved to upgrade
the drainage systems in Dungun to
help alleviate flood situations there.

During a visit to check the
RM73mil Tok Jembal beach erosion
prevention project, Dr Wan Junaidi
said the project there would need to
be upgraded as it did not include
building a landing area for fisher-
men to bring in their catch or port
their boats.



